
 

Letter from the Rector 
Dear Parent/Carer 
Session 2009-10 
Welcome to our 
first newsletter  of 
t h e  2 0 0 9 - 1 0  
session.  As with 
every new session 
we have seen a 
number of changes 
to the building and 
to staffing and 
these are detailed 
in the newsletter . 
Our roll this session 
is down slightly 871 
(last session it was 
886)  but  the  
building seems as 
busy and vibrant as 
ever.  Once again 
we have a very full 
c a l e n d a r  o f  
enrichment events 
for pupils and we 
anticipate another 
busy session for all. 

 
Refurbishment 
Over the summer 
hol idays major 
t r a n s f o r ma t i o n s 
took place in the 
Open Science Area 
and the Chemistry 
teaching areas.  
This was Phase 1 
o f  a  f u l l  
r e f u r b i s h m e n t  

programme which 
has provided us 
with fully updated 
s c i e n c e  
laboratories.  Staff 
and pupils are  
delighted to be  
using the new labs 
and Phase 2 –  
covering Biology 
and Physics will 
take place next 
summer. 
Very soon now PE 
staff and pupils and 
members of all 
community groups 
will be delighted to 
be making use of 
our fully refurbished 
PE and Swimming 
Poo l  chang ing 
rooms.  These  
improvements were 
sorely needed and 
it will be great to be 
able to provide 
quality changing 
and showering  
f a c i l i t i e s  a t  
B a n c h o r y  
Academy . 

 

Parents’ Calendar 
Session 2009/10 
T h e  P a r e n t s ’  
C a l en d a r  wa s  
i s s u e d  i n  
September via 

‘schoolbag mail’.  Please check with 
your son or daughter if you have not 
received a copy of the calendar.  We 
also carry spares at reception. 

School Term Dates 2010 – 2015 
Please note that school term dates can 
be found on the Aberdeenshire Council 
website: 
www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/schools/
information/term_dates.asp 
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2009 Examination Results 
SQA examinations results at Banchory 
Academy remain strong and well 
above national pass rates. In common 
with all Aberdeenshire Schools this 
session we have experienced a slight 
decline in Standard Grade Credit level 
attainment and Higher attainment.  We 
will look during this session at how we 
can support a small group of pupils 
who could raise their grades in  
Standard Grade examinations from 3 
to 2 and individual subject departments 
will continue to support pupils with  
revision and preparation for exams.  
91% of S4 pupils gained 5+ Standard 
Grade passes at General level with 
53% of S4 pupils gaining 5+ Standard 
Grade passes at Credit level. 30% of 
S5 pupils gained 5+ Higher level 
awards in 2009 with 46% of S5 pupils 
gaining 3+ Higher awards.  32% of S6 
pupils gained 1+ Advanced Higher 
awards. 

Sheila Di Maio 
Rector 



 

We have welcomed a number of new members of staff so far this session and have also 
said farewell to one or two. 

New Staff are: 
Mr Gill, English     Miss Houston, Art  
Mrs Worsman, Geography    Mr Hardie, History 
Mr Sargent, History     Mrs Geddes, Maths  
Miss Hunt, Moder n Languages   Mr Merriman, PE 
Mr Grier, Biology     Mrs Coombs, Biology 
Miss Anderson, Physics    Mr Darragh, Technical Education 
Mrs Walker, Support for Learning Auxiliary Mrs Gellatly, School Nurse 
Mrs Stidolph, Careers Adviser   Mr MacLean, IT  Analyst 
Mrs Robertson, Active Schools Coordinator Mrs Corrina Cox, First Aider 

 
We also said a few farewells: 
Mr Austin, who had been PT Biology for 28 years retired in October and we say thank you 
to him for his many years of excellent service to the pupi ls at the Academy.  
Mr Malcolm Littlejohn who had been Technician and Supervisory Technician in the school 
for 36 years left in September as a result of a restructuring exercise.  He gave invaluable 
support to staff and pupils in the Science department and wi ll be greatly missed. 
Miss Kell, Teacher of English for the last four years will leave us in November to relocate 
to Dumfries and to take up a post as Principal Teacher of English.  We wish her well in her 
new start. 
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Staffing 2009– 2010 

Banchory Academy 

Extra-Curricular Activities 2009/10 
The programme for this session is enclosed wi th this mailing.  Once again we are pleased 
to be able to offer an extensive range of activities to suit a wide variety of interests.  As 
always, I am indebted to the dedicated staff who give their time and expertise to the extra 
curricular programme. 

School Uniform 
Thanks to all those parents who support the school fully on the issue of school uniform.  
Around 98% of pupils are in school uniform each day and we issue uniform letters to  
parents of those pupils who are not in uniform.  This year for the first time, S6 have a 
slightly different uniform.  They are wearing black v-neck cardigan and sweaters, with the 
school logo on them, with white shirts/blouses and the school tie.  While we have had 
teething problems with the suppliers of the black garments, we have almost completed all 
of the S6 orders now.  It is good for younger pupils to be able to identify S6 students and 
the new uni form looks very smart. 
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The Parent Forum held its 
AGM on September the 3rd 
2009 followed by the first 
committee meeting of the 
new Parent Council. From 
the preferences stated by 
people attending the  
meeting and from the reply 
slips sent in advance of the 
meeting the fol lowing people 
have offered to become 
members of the Parent 
Council  and will be  
representing the following 
year groups: 
S1 Peter Wise and Yvonne 
Leathley 
S2 Joanne Beeley and 
Trevor Crowe 
S3 Hanni Willan, Clare 
Gordon and Jeff Wallace 
S4 Vernon Fawcett and 
Louise Christophersen 

S5 Nicola Moody and 
Maggie Dornan 
S6 Martin McCrone 
Co-opted members - Sue 
Paterson, Iain Stirling and 
Linda Stephen. 
At the first committee  
meeting of the new Parent 
Council  the following office 
bearers were voted in: 
Louise Christophersen Chair 
Vernon Fawcett Vi ce-Chair 
Iain Stirling Treasurer 
Kathy Davis has kindly 
agreed to stay on as  
Minute Secretary. 
If you have any issues that 
you wish to raise please 
contact one of your year 
reps through the school and 
we will raise your concerns 

at the monthly Parent  
Council  committee meeting. 
In the year  ahead the Parent 
Council intends focusing its 
attention on the Curriculum 
for Excellence and the new 
e x a m  s y s t e m ,  t h e  
introduction of GLOW - the 
n e w  S c o t l a n d - w i d e  
computer system which will 
eventually allow all pupils, 
parents and staff access to 
school material on-line, the 
state of the school buildings, 
including cleanliness and 
the on-going litter problem, 
maintaining and improving 
the working relationship with 
the school and improving 
h o m e - s c h o o l  
communication including 
improvements to the school 
website. 

Get your dancing shoes on for the BAPTA St Andrew’s Ceilidh to be held on Saturday 28 
November at the Scout Hut, starting at 7.30. Tickets £15 a head. To reserve your table of 
8, either call Sue Fraser on 01330 820748 or  pick up a flyer from the School  Office. 

Parent Council Update 
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BAPTA  News 

WriteFest 2009 
Advanced Higher English pupils attended creative writing workshops at  
Aberdeen University on Friday 18th September. These workshops comprised of author  
readings and creative writing workshops in a number of writing  
disciplines: script writing, fiction and poetry led by writers living and working in Scotland.  
Writers included John Binnie, Matthew Fitt, Stuart McBride, Laura Marney and Kenneth  
Steven.The aim of the workshops is to help pupils develop their writing skills and give 
pupils a good opportunity to begin or refine a piece of work which can be followed up in 
school. 
Poet Laureate 
Senior pupils had the rare opportunity to hear Carol Ann Duffy, the UK’s first  
female poet laureate, read her work and hear about her own inspirations during a visit to 
the North East. Recognised as one of the country’s most talented  
poets, her work is widely studied by pupils. 



 

Inter House Competition 
Due to the refurbishment of 
the school games hall, 
changing rooms and the 
swimming pool it has been a 
quiet term on the Inter 
House front. We have  
however run Inter House 
footbal l  for S4 and  
Badminton for S3. Both 
events were run at  
lunchtimes, the badminton 
in the sports centre and the 
football on the all weather 
p i t ch .  I t  has been  
disappointing as the football 
didn’t really get started due 
to lack of interest but the 
badminton was a little better 
with some houses being 
represented. 
Next term with the PE  
facilities back in operation 
we hope to offer the  
following competitions:- 
S3 Football 
S2 Netball  
S1 and S2 Basketball  
S4 Badminton. 
All these events depend on 
pupil participation and we 
hope that pupils will get  
involved in these extra  
curricular activities at  
lunchtime. 
Pupils will find out more 
about these events from 
their Sports Reps and in the 
pupil bulletin. 

Duathlon 
Sixty one competitors  
completed the fir st Banchory 
Duathlon  on  Sunday 27th 
October. Young and old,  
experienced and novices, all 
set off from Tillybrake sports 
field in a mass start at 
11.30am.  
The first leg of the race took 
the runners around Hill of 
Banchory to Burn of Bennie 
and back through the tree 
lined path to the zebra 
crossing at the primary 
school where the runners 
retraced their steps back to 
Tillybrake field. After this 4K 
run the competitors got onto 
their bikes and cycled east 
out of  Banchory towards 
Harestone where they  

cycled anti clockwise around 
the quiet country roads 
passing Crathes primary 
and onto the Hirn road. 
Adults arriving at the  
junction near ‘The Barn’ 
were sent around the 
Harestone loop for a second 
time meanwhile the junior  
competitors turned right 
onto the new by-pass road. 
Cyclists finished the cycling 
route by coming down 
Raemoir Road and back to 
Tillybrake. Juniors cycled 
12K and adul ts 20K. 

The final leg was a repeat of 
the first 4K run challenging 
both individuals and team 
competitors alike.  
The three leg event was  
organised and marshalled 
by Academy staff, friends 
and pupils while the  
electronic chipping was 
done by Aberdeenshire 
council  events department.  
On completion of the race 
competitors got immediate 
f e e d b a c k  o n  t h e i r  
performances from their run 
and cycle times, to how long 
it took them to return to their 
bike, put on their helmet and 
run out of transition over the 
electronic mats before  
starting the second leg of 
the event.  
This high tec event was very 
well received and hopefully 
the school will organise  
another Duathlon next year 
for school pupils and the 
wider community. 
The full results can be found 
on the school website 
www.banchoryacademy.co.
uk. 
Local winners were S4-S6 
1 s t  Al i sdair  Randal ls  
 runner up Will Loughney. 
 S1–S3 Ewen Kerridge, 
Stian Howard and Jennifer 
Ricketts who are all first 
year pupils at Banchory 
Academy.  
Westhill pupil Matthew 
Smith was first  individual 
junior in 1:10:56. 
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Sports News 

 

… football, basketball, 
badminton; something for 

everyone ... 




